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Promoting agri-machinery producing sector in Bogra
I

Steps can easily be taken for furlher growth and development of light engineering industries -- the products of which have demand both at home an':l

abroad -- in Bogra. lf such industries in Bogra are facilitated to be developed properly, the economy will reap wider benefits, writes M. Azizur Rahman

neerj to tlo is rc l)ecorne. policy sttlt_

foat'wise, nlore pro_p( trctive t.)

elrcoursge Ihis sect(n'Io lhe 0llxinlulll
pL'ssible e rtrn t

A,rer! irrrJustrial cr,y in Bu-er., c.rn h:
developed tirt' the ptrrPose The
Bangtxdesh SNall & Cottege
lrdu!llres CorpJrJtlor (BSCIC) hils Io
phy rr) effeclive Drolnoo(ual role ill
this conrteclioD. The li\x-holiday facili'
lv should also be ex{e0ded lo tlle relat_

et units iu rhe sectot. T116 1116 gfvalrre

rJdad ux (VAI) or! the users of a-qri-

cultural and relatecl nlarhir)e[y hns to

be lowered lo lnxkc the husiness irt lhe
sector protiuble. Hou'ever, thele is no

srbstitute tbr sustained etfcrts lo
,ucleirse pr'oduclion efhciency, ettsure

.tuxlrty cortlol (QC) arrd exparrd the

eipo,'t rnarl'et tor such agncultrrr,rl
rnachinery and related prodtlcts.

r-r-tHERE re rrained, experierced
I eld rlillerl nreuotrrver irt Boqa

I irr rhe ,roltlie,,r p.,, i,f
Barisladesh lo run and operate rnodenr
techrrology'bilsed indusrries. AL eady, a

nunrbel of irdus{rial units a0d engi-
neerine wor kslxrps have been set up in
Bogra.

On the basis of sLrch alailable infrir'
structures, steps cal easily be taken for
firrther grorvth and de!eloprre[t of
such industries -- the products of*hich
Irlve denrand both at honre ald rlrroad
-- in Bogra. [f such industries in Bo-ela
rre faciliuted to have )ccess rc collah'
oration arraIgelneIts at both donresric
xnd internalional levels, in tenrrs of
t('chnolocy suppon and finance, suc-

lces:ful efforts can be nrade to enter rhe
:glohal rnalket. This way precious for-
eigr excharige can be saved and also

.fort'igu cun'enc1,can be errned through
expons. This will help boost tlle ecor-
oray of Bungladesh.

One rnay cite here the cases ofBogra

Foundry irrduso ies and the aqlicultural
rtachinery prodLrcine unires in Bogra.
Such urrits have beeo uuntr'ibutil-g to
the econonric developrnelrl of
Barglndesh since (he 1980s.
Agricuhural rnachirrely and irlple-
rne ts lha! are rnitde iI Boga have
heen able to ureet tlrc dornestic dernand
tbr such goods aud nraterials to the
extent of 3092,. The need for irnport of
cgricullural rnichinery has decreased
hy 2O1o over the yeius. The quali(y of
agricultur'll nuchirrery drat lre rnade
in Bugrr is gerod. These are avaihble il
dre Nxrket at a courpetrtive price.'Ihe
quality of such goods is no less lltln
that of those rnade iu Chioa and Japan.
Dernaud for such aglicultural rnachin-
ery has beeu steadily increasing in
Irrdil, Nepal and Bhutau. In the year,
2009 ubout 5,000 pieces of agricultural
rnachinery rvere exported to, lndia.
Such iDfornra(iol i.e available in the
web-site. www.al-ihsan.tlet.

Export of agricultrral lnachiner), this

year will inclcase subsrantially. This
sug-gests tl)it the tbreigl tlernand lor
our agricultrrral equipnrent has been
increasins at a fast rale. \\b cal pro-
duce rnore erlLripnrent than before. As a
resull, rve can erpofl nlore alrd eanr
nrore foreign exchange. Such rnachin-
ery and the relaled spare-pa(s relate to
shallow-purnps. all sparc-pa s inc!ud-
ing liners, all kinds of u,heels, porver
iillers and rheir spares. rube-\,ells or
learh machines, saw'rnills, flour nrills,
slips of nrotol curs, break-drums,
spare-parts of rextile and jute rnills.
ganneuts, grilndinq machrner),, oil-rnill
rrrrchinery, spdre parts of sl)ip burldillg
and other related itcnrs. 'l'he annual
tuur-over of all relared busiIesses in
this coruection is about Tk l0-15 hil-
lion (Tk. 1,000 - I,500 crore). This can
be incrcascd to a rnarked erte[t if the
foreigll rnarkel for sr.!ch nrrrkets can
successfully be explored to a substan-
tialextel)I.

It will te possible for us to capture

even a pa,t of dre Europeiin rr'larkel
i[cludir]g lhat ofGernran if we cln pro-
drce rhe q(alit! irgricultu.nl rrlachiu.ry
th!t are aaceptable to the buyers rc|e
and also ifour pmducts are nlrde nvail-
able a( co,npetitiye prices. Bur rhe
enueprelreurc of agricultural rn.cllin-
ery and irnplernents ir Bogra hive beerl
suffcring a lor due to their smallsize or
limited finance and a lack of effective
sales cainpaigu and marketing oppotu'
nities ar horne arld ab.oad. They ueed
effec(ive assistance for a big'push
i yesnnelrt to help lnodeflrise and
eularge dreir workshop, ernploy more
skilled and trdined nanporveI ard
obtairr assisunce of the ser-vices of buy-
ing lrouses or rrarketing agenls, ide-
quate bank linance for the growth and
developnleut of their units. Large-scale
efficient productiou, quality produc-
tion, efficient marketing, -qood seIvices
eic., would all be helpful to increase the
size of such industries iu Bogra and to
contrihute to the national econornic

rleveloprnent of Banglaclesh to a

grcater exteIt.
These iurlustries under tnenrirn her'.'

in Bogra have been :rble (rr dreir o\\n t(')

iDerease prodLrction efficienc) and lielf
boost,lIipui iit rgt'icLrlture arrd ielrled
sectors of Baugladesh, to a siglificlrnt
level over the years. Ear'lier, rve used to
irnpot1 nrost such rnachinery flont
China arrd lapan. \&'e do nol do lhnf
anynrore. Thnt wny $,e ha\ e been rble
to 5lye ir lol of foreign ctrrrenc], .

Rr(he( we have beeu exporting a paff
c'f dre output of such industries that are

rnaJe in Bogra, to tbreien cotint!'ies.
Such industries h:rve created grerter

ernploynrent oppo|tunriies in Bogra.
Oue lrundred $ousold farnilies cr
rnore $art0.5 rnillion nlen)bers ofsuch
families ale dilectl) or irtdirectly
dependent on tlris secror for:heir life
and Iiving. The seclor, producing agri-
cultural mirchirery in Bogra. has been
coolributing to prcrvidiug incteased
food securit), ol Bangladesh. Ail we
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